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Letters to The Editor 


From JOSEPH NEDHAM, Fort Bliss, Texas 
Dear Kolty: 

". . .1 am now in Texas for R.O.T.C. training and 
my mother sends me the California Chess News. The 
News really helps pass the time for me. I am sur¬ 
prised that no word has been mentioned that the 
Hayward "Mates’' won the Class "B” Bay Area 
League Championship. ... If you are looking for 
facts about our Club then I can recall plenty even out 
here in Texas! 

We formed our Club in Hayward just prior to the 
beginning of the San Francisco Bay Area League. Our 
club was hand picked from the best high school play¬ 
ers and a couple of college men and one adult from 
Hayward. The high school stars then were Dick Lynch, 
Jack Gonzales, Melvin George, Don Abbott, Jim Wil¬ 
lows and Marshall Woods. The college players were 
Dan Neilson and myself. The single adult was L. E. 
Perry. Imagine one adult and all the others under 20 
years! Before the league began Marshall Woods moved 
away and Melvin George went into the U. S. Navy. 
This hurt our team considerably but we still figured 
to do all right in the inter-club matches. We held our 
meetings once a week, if possible, at one of the 
members homes. We held a club tournament which 


I won and we began the league in fair shape as far 
as practice was concerned. The rest, of course, is 
history. Our toughest match was with San Jose. The 
score was 4-3 but an expert chess master hastily ad¬ 
judicated the first board a win for San Jose when 
it really should have been a draw after much exam¬ 
ination. {This last needs an explanation from Ye 
Editor! I was the one tvho adjudicated the game a 
win for San Jose, for two reasons. One, because it 
was a WIN on positional merits alone and, second¬ 
ly, because the Hayward player did not wish to play 
any further, after the number of moves on his 

clock had been made, in spite of the fact that the 
match vnded almost an hour later! Within his rights? 
Yes. Sporting? That is another question .) So you 

must agree that for a team of youngsters in a club 
not a year old they did well winning the champion¬ 
ship without a loss and deserve a word or two in 

the California Chess News.( Would like to 

publish a picture of the winning team, if and when 
I get such a promised picture. The pages of this 
magazine are open to all clubs, but unless club 
secretaries take advantage of our offer to publish 
free oj charge, their news, stories and games, I 
don’t see how I can publish something I don’t get. 
Believe that most chess players out on the West 
Coast know the time and effort I am devoting to 
develop the interest in Chess and unless clubs help 
publicize themselves, there isn’t much I can do .— 
Editor. ) 


From C. J. SMITH, Oakdale: 

"Why change ’California Chess News’?” When peo¬ 
ple think of the West Coast they naturally think of 
"California.” California has her own in everything 
else! Why can’t we have our own "California Chess 
News?” Aren’t we big enough? Let’s not bow down 
to Texas! 

(Our magazine is good, as many letters from our 
readers convince us. Why not permit others to 
share in our enjoyment? A change of title will not 
hurt California, but should bring subscribers and 
we need them. — Editor.) 


From N. E. PENGELLY, New Westminster, B. C. 

". . . Quite agree a change (in title) is due be¬ 
cause your publication can now be found along the 
Pacific Coast. In due time it will reach the At¬ 
lantic, then Coast-to-Coast; that will be good coast¬ 
ing. Now, I take my hat off to you, you deserve it. 
. . . Sometime, when possible, would like to see a 
picture of Donnelly; like his writings. How about 
another trip to your Mother-in-Law's attic, George? 
{Thanks, and shall do. — Editor .) 


From J. P. COLLEY, San Bernardino 

How can we "socialize” chess? 

Just when a chess club seems to be going strong 
and enthusiastically some element enters, which ad¬ 
ministers a knockout punch and the club folds like 
a flat tire, even when most of the members really 
like chess and want to play. 

Please note: "Stock” answers are of little value— 
There is "something” missing in the largest and 
longest established clubs. 

Most are held together by force of circumstances 
and availability. 

None, insofar as I know, have ever developed the 
"atmosphere which holds and draws.” 

Do we want to win so intensely? 

Or do we take defeat so seriously? 

That "atmosphere” necessary for congenial and at¬ 
tractive chess, never has a chance. 


Two dollars ($2.00) a year gets you the best 
magazine on the West Coast. Get your friends to sub¬ 
scribe, too! All the latest chess books can be ordered 
through CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS. Help in the 
promotion of chess. 




AND NEWS OF THE PACIFIC COAST 


Page 3 


FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

GREETINGS! 

STATE OF AFFAIRS 


When I established my residence in 
California in 1947, I found there were 
a great number of chess fans around— 
strong, good, fair and medium. Some 
had played chess since their boyhood 
days, others had learned it in the arm¬ 
ed service, others were teaching their 
children how to play. There definitely 
was the element of chess around, but 
that was where it stopped—or almost 
stopped. There were a number of 
clubs, some going well, others existing 
in name only. The newspapers would 
occasionally mention something about 
chess and outside of the Los Angeles 
Times (Herman Steiner’s column), 
there was no chess news anywhere. 

I knew something should and had to 
done to make newspapers, radio sta¬ 
tions, chess clubs and players more 
chess conscious. It was “in the bag,” as 
the saying goes . . . but one had to de¬ 
vote all of his time to it . . . struggle, 
convince, cajole, flatter, strive, appeal, 
beg, and who knows what else to make 
chess something more than the name 
of a game! It also meant that if I was to 
succeed I would have to do the work 
wholeheartedly, even at the cost of giv¬ 
ing up nation-wide tours, one of my 
main sources of existence. I plunged 
. . .! Two years have gone by since I 
decided on my “folly” and believe it 
will be of interest to the reader to 
know what has been achieved so far, 
not without much “blood, sweat and 
tears.” 

We started off by convincing the ed¬ 
itor of the Santa Rosa Press Democrat 
(where I happen to live) to run a 
weekly chess column. This column has 
been going for two years without in¬ 
terruption! Then we started CALIFOR¬ 
NIA CHESS NEWS. This, too, will soon 
be two years old! And we can boast¬ 
fully say that the magazine is helping 
in the development of our game by 
bringing chess closer to all concerned., 
Then we started a Problem Section in 
the San Francisco Chronicle. Several 
hundred solvers take part in this event 
each week! Surely a record of some 
kind! Naturally, we went around giv¬ 
ing exhibitions to help create and 
stimulate further interest in Chess 
Clubs. But one day we got a brilliant 
stroke! (Or was it?) At least for chess 
it was! We went to see Bill Townes, 
general manager of the Santa Rosa 


Press Democrat and suggested to him 
the idea of starting a “Games-By-Mail” 
section in the newspaper. Anyone 
could enter the competition to play 
me, through the newspaper. Each play¬ 
er would be allowed three (3) days to 
reply to my move and would find his 
answer in the column of the paper 
(daily). Anyone beating me would re¬ 
ceive a book prize. Mr. Townes accept¬ 
ed! Over one hundred (100) players 
entered the competition. Great success 
and lots of work for me, but it helped 
stimulate chess interest as each day 
the Press Democrat wrote about chess! 
(That was a year ago and it is still 
going daily . . . although this competi¬ 
tion is almost completely finished!) 
Enough? No! Then we sold this idea 
to the San Francisco Chronicle. Sub¬ 
sequently, the “Games-By-Mail” start¬ 
ed on June 1st and within ten (10) 
days, 575 players entered the contest 
. . . only 500 are playing now, the oth¬ 
ers were put on a waiting list. The lat¬ 
ter will get a chance to play me as soon 
as someone drops out or loses (or 
wins) his game. I expect to work it up 
to 1,000 players. Records, smeckords— 
it all represents hard work, but chess 
demands it. In the interim, we started 
getting chess on the radio and more 
recently on television. 

The San Rafael Independent is run¬ 
ning a chess column officially conduct¬ 
ed by the local chess club. Recently, 
the Santa Rosa Press Democrat spon¬ 
sored a tournament for the Redwood 
Empire championship. San Jose is lay¬ 
ing plans to do the same for the Pen¬ 
insula players. Wonderful! That is the 
whole idea of our efforts. We want 
events to take place at regular intervals 
everywhere! 

Our latest is the Open Air Chess Fes¬ 
tival held in Sonoma, one of the 
historic spots in Sonoma county. We 
could go on patting ourselves on the 
back. . . . but that is not quite the ob¬ 
ject of this article. Chess players, we 
haven’t even started yet! On Septem¬ 
ber 1st we are starting a new kind of 
competition in the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat, thanks to the kindness of 
Bill Townes, who somehow must have 
a soft spot for chess! (Muchas Gra¬ 
cias!) This newspaper has been my 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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State of Affairs 

(Continued From Page 3) 


testing ground and has really helped 
in the great chess interest shown in 
the Redwood Empire. I reiterate — we 
really haven’t started yet. Many more 
great projects are afoot and in the near 
future will take place to the benefit 
of chess as a whole on the West Coast. 

This fall I intend to tour the whole 
West Coast mainly to publicize the 
’magazine and help put over some of 
my ideas for chess propaganda in 
many new communities. Our magazine 
is my chief concern. You, too, have 
seen it grow and concur with me that 
it has been instrumental in creating 
more chess lust and interest as to 
what is happening at our next door 
neighbor’s club. CALIFORNIA CHESS 
NEWS has brought forth some out¬ 
standing writers, annotators and story 
tellers right in our midst. The success 
of the magazine is also due to the un¬ 


tiring club secretaries, presidents and 
others who have continually sent us 
news and games for publication. A 
word of thanks is also due our two 
special photographers, who have done 
and are doing a magnificent job. Thus, 
as we grow, we feel proud that we 
have so many well wishers—but again 
say—we haven’t started yet! Needless 
to say, we need many more subscrib¬ 
ers—Tis a shame to have to bring up 
the subject of “lucre,” but as we all 
know, it’s essential! One subscriber, 
who renewed his subscription, called 
us “the greatest little magazine” and if 
we want to attain our objective and 
really merit that title, we do need more 
subscribers. It should be easy for each 
of you to get at least one friend to sub¬ 
scribe. It is only $2.00 a year! Not only 
do you help us, but the readers will 
definitely get more pages and if it is 
possible, a still better magazine. Yes, 
sir, less than two years. . . . 

—George Koltanowski 


ATASCADERO Ry CHARLES E. GEE 
CALIFORNIA STATE CHAMPION¬ 
SHIP and a Swiss System open tourn¬ 
ament will be held in Atascadero over 
Labor Day, September 3, 4, and 5. 
There will be a seven-man final for 
the State Championship. Jim Cross, 
the present Champion and the three 
finalists each in the Northern and 
Southern elimination tournaments. Six 
games will be played—2 each day. In 
the Swiss Open everyone is invited to 

Problems... 


play. Send your entrance notification 
to Guthrie McClain, 544 Market street, 
San Francisco 4; or to George Croy, 
3608 West Sixth street, Los Angeles. 

We shall be happy to welcome these 
players and friends back to our little 
town—Queen of the King’s Highway. 
The Lake Pavilion will be the scene of 
battle for those three days, and hope 
we can make the stay of our guests a 
pleasant one. (Make Atascadero a Must 
—Editor.) 


Mail all solutions by the 25th of the 
month to A. J. Fink, 111 Vienna Street, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Solution No. 4—N-Q5. 

Solution No. 5—Q-R8. 

Solution No. 6—R-KR8. 


Present high scores: Jonas, S. F., 16; 
Rufton, Stockton, 16; Ladner, Berkeley, 
16; Newhall, Santa Cruz, 13. Others can 
still catch up the above just happened 
to send in solution early. Source of 
this month’s fare purposely withheld. 


NO. 7—D. MACKAY 


NO. 8—A. J. FINK 


NO. 9—L. DeJONG 



^ III s iflljj HI! 


|g§ 

Made in Two 


Made in Three 


Made in Three 
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Winning Plans Behind the Moves 

By D. A. YANOFSKY, Champion of Canada 


ARTICLE II 

The Sicilian Defense has now for 
many years been a strong weapon in 
the hands of an aggressive player. Al¬ 
though it primarily gives black a some¬ 
what cramped position, its main plan 
is the equalizing P-Q4 or P-K4 thrust 
at the appropriate moment. White’s 
plan is to prevent this as far as is prac¬ 
tical or to be in a position to take ad¬ 
vantage of it when it is played. These 
opposing interests are amply illustrat¬ 
ed in the following game: 

1948 Stockholm Interzonal Tournament 
Boleslavsky (USRR), Book (Finland) 
Sicilian Defense 

1. P-K4 P-QB4 

Black’s idea is to exchange off his 

Q B pawn for White’s Queen pawn 
and so have two central pawns against 
White’s King pawn. 

2. N-KB3 P-Q3 

3 P-Q4 PxP 

4. NxP N-KB3 

If White could now play 5P-QB4 he 
would have a tremendous grip on the 
center. The textmove forces White to 
block the advance of this pawn bv 
5N-QB3. 

5. N-OB3 P-K3 

6. B-K2 P-QR3 

7. 0-0 

White’s plan is now to concentrate 
his power in the center in order to be 
able to achieve a central break-through 
or a King-side attack depending on 
which is to be preferred in the circum¬ 
stances. Black’s plan is to complete his 
development and to bide his time for 
the equalizing break through. 

7. . . . Q-B2 

8. P-B4 N-B3 

9. B-K3 B-K2 

10. Q-Kl! 

A very interesting maneuver of Bol- 
eslavsky’s to bring his Queen directly 
to bear on Black’s king-side. 

10. . . . NxN 

11. BxN P-K4?? 

Book has embarked on his central 

breakthrough, but alas, at a very inop¬ 
portune moment. He has not yet cas¬ 
tled or completed his development and 
Boleslavsky efficiently takes advantage 
of Book’s dilemna. 

12. PxP PxP 



13. Q-N3! 

Boleslavsky’s plan of bringing his 
Queen to bear directly on Black’s king- 
side is very timely. Book must now 
meet threats on all sides. 


13. . . . B-QB4 

14. BxB QxBch 

15. K-Rl K-Bl 


A sorry admission of weakness on 
the part of Book. He can’t castle be¬ 
cause of 16 RxN and ther^ seems to 
be no other way of defending the weak 
KN pawn. 

16. N-Q5! 

Boleslavsky’s next plan is to remove 
the remaining defenses to Black’s un¬ 
protected King. 

16. . . . NxP 

If 16 . . . NxN; 17 QxP QxP; 18 QxN 
P-B3; 19 B-B4! wins. 

17. QxP N-B3 

18. QR-Q1 B-K3 


Black seems to be holding his posi¬ 
tion quite well, but now comes the 
coup d’ etat. 

19. P-QN4! Q-B3 

20. NxN PxN 

21. RxP KR-N1 


White threatens 21RxB! winning. 

22. B-B3 Q-N3 

23. R-Q6 

Boleslavsky is throwing all he has in¬ 
to the battle for a quick and decisive 
finish. 

23. . . . Q-B7 

24. BxP QxP 

25. R(Q6)xB Resigns 

A clever plan and a crushing defeat! 
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U. S. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP-TEXAS STYLE 


By JIM CROSS 
California State Champion 


FINAL RESULTS 
U. S. Junior 


1. Arthur Bisguier (N.Y.)... 

2. Larry Evans (N.Y.). 

3. Jim Cross (Glendale). 

4. Earl Pruner (S. F.). 

5. Kenneth Smith (Dallas)... 

6. Eliot Hearst (N. Y.). 

7. Keith Hastings (Toronto. 

8. R. Sachs .— 

9. Siemms (Toronto). 

10. Harrell . 

11. Jerry Sullivan . 

12. Converse . 

13. Sherwin . 

14. Krauss (N. Y.).. 

15. Kagetsu (Toronto) . 


8 -2 

57 

8 -2 

55.75 

8 -2 

52.75 

71 / 2 N /2 

52 

61/3/2 

44 

61/2 3 1/2 
6 / 231/2 
6/2 3/2 

6 -4 

43.50 

6 -4 

6 -4 

6 -4 


5/241/2 

51 / 41/2 

51 / 41/2 



Fort Worth, Texas, was the rodeo; 
38 boys, ages ranging from 11 to 20, 
hailing from San Francisco to New 
York, from Miami, Florida, to Toronto, 
Canada, were the bronc-busters; the 
Junior Chess Championship of the 
United States was the grand prize. The 
contestants were loaded with opening 
variations instead of six-guns, but they 
did some pretty fancy ridin’ and shoot- 
in’ as Kings were corraled, Queens 
were hog-tied, and isolated Pawns 
were rounded up. (And when Cali¬ 
fornia’s Earl Pruner outplayed 1948 
Junior Champion, Arthur Bisguier, 
with three pieces for Bisguier’s Queen, 
the latter probably thought he was be¬ 
ing stampeded by a herd of wild hors¬ 
es.) 

This fourth annual Junior Champion¬ 
ship was probably the strongest held 
yet, with several junior experts and 
state champions competing. Some of 
the top-hands favored to win were 
Arthur Bisguier. defending champion; 
Larry Evans, New York State Cham¬ 
pion who had just won third prize in 
the U. S. Open Tourney at Omaha; 
Kenneth Smith, North Texas Open 
Champion, and George Krauss, who 
had finished in a tie for fourth at the 
U. S. Open. It promised to be a slam- 
bang shooting match with junior 
champs from all over the country and 
Seven experts from Canada battling for 
the junior crown. 

The tournament, which is an annual 
U.S.C.F„ affair, was sponsored by the 
Fort Worth Chess Club and capably 
directed by Mr. Glen Hartleb. The ten- 
round Swiss System lasted five days 
and with each round the excitement 
and tension increased, holding the on¬ 
lookers on the edges of their seats un¬ 


til the very last pawn of the very last 
game had been pushed. 

At the end of the fifth round only 
three players had perfect scores of 
5-0: Bisguier, Evans and Cross, but the 
rest were fighting fast and furious. 
Evans dropped a half a point by draw¬ 
ing with Smith from Dallas; Cross lost 
to Bisguier in a tricky variation of the 
Marshall counter-attack; Earl Pruner, 
playing excellent chess throughout the 
tournament, drew with Evans with a 
position similar to the immortal knight 
vs. rook end-game between Edward 
and Emmanuel Lasker; then Pruner 
went on to beat Bisguier with the same 
variation of the Ruy Lopez that Bis¬ 
guier had defeated me with; Evans 
won a well-conducted end-game vs. 
Bisguier, avenging his defeat to the 
latter at Omaha; Evans and Cross 
drew. 

The start of round nine saw Evans, 
Pruner and Cross tied for the lead 
with scores of QV 2 -IV 2 , with defending 
champion, Arthur Bisguier close at 
their heels with 6-2. In round nine the 
two Californians, Pruner and Cross, 
were matched together and both went 
down a half point as they drew an 
exciting Queen’s Gambit, while Evans 
and Bisguier forged ahead and won 
their ninth round games. The score at 
the start of round ten: Evans IV 2 -W 2 , 
Bisguier 7-2, Pruner 7-2, and Cross 7-2. 
Evans was paired with Sachs, winning 
a pawn in the opening, and it looked 
as if the title was clinched. Bisguier 
had a drawish position with Eliot 
Hearst from New York. Pruner was 
fighting hard against Jerry Sullivan, 
while Cross was defending a King’s 
Gambit against Kit Crittendon. 

Then came the bombshell: Sachs, a 
pawn down against Evans, had worked 
up a powerful counter-attack which 
resulted in two passed pawns on the 
aueen-side. Having the better of the 
position, he offered Evans a draw fear¬ 
ing that he might not be able to find 
the right continuation under time pres¬ 
sure. Evans accepted. He had finished 
with a score of 8-2 and it was stjll any¬ 
one’s title. Hearst over-stepped the time 
limit and Bisguier found himself tie- 
ing for first with Evans. Cross won 
his game with Crittendon and the title 
was now held in a three-way tie. Earl 
Pruner’s game was not yet over and 
there was still a chance that he could 
make it a four-way tie if he could win. 
But Sullivan defended skillfully and 
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their game, the last game of the tourn¬ 
ament ended in a draw. Pruner fin¬ 
ished a mere half point behind the 
three other leaders with a score of 
7fc-2%. 

And thus, when the final stray was 
rounded up and prize-awardin’ time 
rolled around, the spectators saw New 
York and California walk away with 
the top four trophies. According to the 
Berger system of breaking ties, Bis- 
guier was awarded the title, Evans sec¬ 
ond, Cross third. Much credit is due to 
Earl Pruner who actually made a plus 
score against the top three players in 
his first major tournament! 

During their stay in Fort Worth the 
boys were treated with real southern 
hospitality. Free lodging was provided 
in private homes by the generous citi¬ 
zens of Fort Worth; the boys were 
treated to a banquet and a tour of the 
army air base where they saw the giant 
B-36 bombers, sky-scrapers on wings. 
The tournament was topped off in true 
Texas style as all 38 contestants were 
made “Honorary Texans” and given 
certificates to prove same! 


12. . . . 

PxP e.p. 

13. QxP ch 

KN-K2 

14. N-B3 

0-0 

15. QR-Q 

Q-B 

16. B-N5 

B-N5 

17. BxB 

RxB 

18. N-Q5 

R-B2 

19. R-Q2 

N-B4 

20. Q-B 3 

21. N-N5 

N-Q3 

Preventing 20 . . 

, . N-K5 and pre 


ing the final assault before Black can 
get his Queen and Queen-Rook into 
play. 

21. . . . R-B 

22. R-K 

Threatening 23 N-K7 ch as well as 

23. R-K7 


22. . . . Q-Q 

23. N-K6 BxN 

24. RxB Q-Q2 

There was no longer any defense. 

If 24 . . . N-B4 or B2, 25 N-B6 ch wins. 

25. NxQBP! QxN 

26. R(6)xN QR-Q 

27. P-B5 KR-K 

28. R-Q N-N? 


U. S. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Fort Worth, Texas, 1949 
Round 6 

Notes by Jim Cross. 

White: JIM CROSS. 

Black: Stuart Margulies. 

ALBIN COUNTER GAMBIT. 


1 . 

P-Q4 

P-04 

2. 

N-KB3 

N-QB3 

3. 

P-B4 

P-K4 

4. 

QPxP 

P-Q5 

5. 

P-KN3 

KN-K2 

6. 

B-N2 

N-N 3 

7. 

B-B4 

B-KB4 

8. 

P-QR3 

P-QR4 

9. 

0-0 

B-K2 

10. 

Q-B! 



A very difficult move to find. On the 
routine 10 QN-Q2, . . . P-R5; leaves 
White with little play. The text has the 
double advantage of preparing for 11 
R-Q and supporting the Bishop on 
KB4. 

10. . . . P-B3 

Trying to gain some counter-play. 

On 10 . . . 0-0; 11 R-Q, Black’s game is 
very difficult. 

11. PxP BxBP 

12. P-K4! 

Taking advantage of Black’s uncas¬ 
tled king position to effectively open 
up the game. If now 12 . . . BxP?; 13 
R-K is disastrous. 


Losing another Pawn, but his game 
was hopeless in any event. 


29. Q-N3 ch K-R 

30. QxP RxR 

31. PxR Q-B7 

32. B-B3 P-R3 

33. B-R5 


Both players were racing to make 
their 40 moves before the time limit 
was up. 


33. 


R-KB 

34. 

R-KB 

Q-KB4 

35. 

B-K2 

Q-K4 

36. 

Q-K7 

QxQ 

37. 

PxQ 

R-K 

38. 

R-Q 

N-B3 

39. 

B-N5 

RxP 


Black is too worried about the time 
pressure to resign. 

40. BxN R-K7 

41. PQ-N4 Resigns. 


Round 8 

White: JIM CROSS; Black: LARRY EVANS. 
NIMZO-INDIAN DEFENSE. 


l. 

P-Q4 

N-KB3 

15. 

QxN 

P-KB4 

2 . 

P-QB4 

P-K3 

16. 

Q-N3 

K-R 

3. 

N-QB3 

B-N5 

17. 

P-QR3 

B-B4 

4. 

Q-B2 

N-B3 

18. 

B-K3 

BxB 

5. 

N-B3 

P-Q3 

19. 

QxB 

P-B5 

6 . 

P-KN3 

0-0 

20 . 

Q-K4 

QR-Q 

7. 

B-N2 

P-K4 

21 . 

QR-B 

R-Q3 

8 . 

PxP 

PxP 

22 . 

R-Q 3 

PxP 

9. 

0-0 

B-N5 

23. 

BPxP 

P-KR3 

10 . 

R-Q 

Q-K2 

24. 

R( 3) Q-B3 

R-Q2 

11 . 

N-Q5 

NxN 

25. 

R-K3 

R-K 

12 . 

PxN 

BxN 

26. 

R-Q 3 

Q-Q 3 

13. 

BxB 

N-Q5 

27. 

K-N2 

R-KB 

14. 

Q-Q 3 

NxBch 

28. 

R-KB Draw Agreed 
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WHAT M.C.O. LEFT OUT 


By EDUARDO J. MARCHISOTTI 
Montevideo, Uruguay 

California Chess News is happy to 
once again present a special article to 
our readers. 

In undertaking this brief critique of 
the 7th edition of “Modern Chess Op¬ 
enings” my aim has not been to dis¬ 
credit the substantial and arduous task 
of revision, which in this instance was 
the work of the Czech master Walter 
Korn I am simply going to point out a 
few omissions that should be borne in 
mind for future editions of this famous 
work. And now to our mutton: 

FOUR KNIGHTS’ GAME.—After l.P- 
K4, P-K4; 2.N-B3, N-QB3; 3.N-B3, N-B3; 
4.B-N5, N-Q5; 5.NxP, Q-K2; 6. P-B4, 
NxB; 7.NxN, P-Q3; 8.N-KB3, QxPch; 9. 
K-B2, N-N5ch; 10.K-N3, Q-N3; 11.N-R4, 
Q-R4; 12.P-KR3, M.C.O. indicates (p. 61, 
Col. 45, note (d)) the reply 12...., N-B3. 
But 12. . . .,QxQN!; 13.PxN, P-N4! is 
clearly superior, Lundin-Michael, Bu¬ 
enos Aires, 1939. If now 14.R-Klch, 
B-K2; lo.PxP, QxKNP, or if 14.PxP, 
QxKNP; 15.P-Q4, Q-N2 with an evident 
advantage for Black in both cases. 

After 4.B-N5, P-QR3; 5.BxN, QPxB; 
G.NxP, NxP M.C.O. (p.62, Col. 51) gives 
the continuation 7.NxN and does not 
take into account the better procedure 
7.Q-R5!, N-Q3; (If 7. . . .,P-KN3; 8. 
NxN, etc.); 8.P-Q4, B-K3; 9.B-B4, 

B-K2; 10.0-0-0 and White has the upper 
hand, analysis by Alfred Emery, 1943. 

FRENCH DEFENCE.—After 1.P-K4, 
P-K3; 2.P-Q4, P-Q4; 3.N-QB3, N-KB3; 4. 
B-N5, B-K2; 5.P-K5, KN-Q2; 6.BxB, Qx 
B; 7.B-Q3, M.C.O. indicates (p.77, Col. 
48, note (f)); 7...., 0-0 which doesn’t 
turn out well in view of the variation 8. 
N-N5!, N-N3; 9.Q-R5, P-N3; 10.Q-R6 fol¬ 
lowed by N-KB3 and P-KR4, with at¬ 
tack, analysis bv Marchisotti, “Caissa” 
No. 74, 1945. Better is 7. . . ., P-QR3! 
and if 8.QN-K2, P-QB4; 9.P-QB3, N- 
QB3; 10.Q-Q2, P-QN4 with equal game, 
Burn-Salwe, Carlsbad, 1911. 

RUY LOPEZ.—After 1.P-K4, P-K4; 2. 
N-KB3, N-QB3; 3.B-N5, B-B4; 4.P-B3, 
P-B4; 15.0-0, PxP, M.C.O. cites (p.282, 
Col. 23, note (i)) the continuation 6. 
BxN, omitting 6.NxP!, played in the 
game Balogh-Zollner, Carlsbad, 1939, 
with the continuation 6. . . ., N-B3; 7. 
P-Q4, PxP e.p.; 8.NxP, B-K2; 9.B-N5 
with a better game for White. 

After 3. . . ., P-QR3; 4.B-R4, N-B3; 
5.0-0, NxP; 6.P-Q4, P-QN4; 7.B-N3, P- 


Q4; 8.PxP, B-K3; 9.P-B3, B-QB4; 10. 
QN-Q2, 0-0; 11.B-B2, NxN; 12.QxN, 
P-B3; 13.PxP, RxP; 14.N-Q4, NxN; 15. 
PxN, M.C.O. cites (p. 291, col. 58, note 
(h)) the reply 15. . . ., B-N3 which is 
inferior because of 16.QR4!, Lasker- 
Rubinstein, St. Petersburg, 1914. The 
correct continuation is 15. . . ., B-Q3! 
as Tarrasch indicated in his notes to 
the game, and with Black getting an 
excellent game and which in my opin¬ 
ion is superior to White’s. 

After 3. . . ., P-Q3; 4.P-Q4, B-Q2; 5. 
N-B3, N-B3; 6.0-0, B-K2; 7 !BxN, BxB; 
8.Q-Q3!, N-Q2; 9.B-K3, PxP, M.C.O. Cites 
(p. 314, Col. 154, note (f)) lO.BxP, but 
10.NxP! turns out better. The game 
Harris - Cornforth, Correspondence, 
1938-39 continued 10. . . ., N-K4; 11. 
NxB!, PxN; 12.Q-K2, Q-Q2; 13.QR-Q, 
0-0; 14.P-B4, N-N5; 15.B-Q4, P-B3; 16. 
R-B3!, KR-K; 17.R-R3! with an attack 
on Black’s king-position. It should be 
noted that White’s ingenious maneuvre 
P-KB4-RB3-R3 had been made possible 
as a result of vacating the square KB3. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE.—After 1.P-K4, 
P-QB4; 2.N-KB3, N-QB3; 3.P-Q4, PxP; 
4.NxP, N-KB3; 5.N-QB3, P-Q3; 6.B-KN5, 
B-Q2; 7.BxN, NPxB; 8.N-B5, M.C.O. 
indicates (p. 348, Col. 6, note (g)) 8. 
. . ., Q-B, which turns out badly on ac¬ 
count of 9.N-Q5!, Balogh-van Kol, Cor¬ 
respondence, 1933. Better is 8. ... , 
0-R4! and if 9.B-Q3, P-K3!; 10.N-K3, 
N-K4; 11.0-0, P-KR4!; 12.K-R, R-B; 13. 
P-B4, N-N5 with a good attack for 
Black, Richter-Bogoljubov, Bad Elster, 
1937. 


WE HEAR 

that HARRY SHAW, the active secretary of San Jose 
is recovering from a severe heart attack. All chess lov¬ 
ers and friends wish Harry a speedy recovery. Chess 
needs men like him. . . . WILLARD STEPHEN of 
Portland, Oregon, tells me that they have formed a 
Chess Club at the Lewis and Clark College in Port¬ 
land. Willard was elected president, Dean Moore, 
vice president, and Paul Egger, secretary-treasurer. 
Have about 18 member and the beginners’ class is 
bringing in many more. Would like to play another 
college 10 games in a correspondence match. . . . The 
Telephone Company in San Francisco has started a 
Chess Club and meet every first and third Thursday 
of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the library of the 140 
New Montgomery street building. JOHN R. PETER¬ 
SON is chairman and Raymond Finnie co-chairman. 
. . . Subscriber BENNIE CHUNG of San Francisco 
informs us that he has formed a Chess Club at the 
Chinese Y.M.C.A., 855 Sacramento street. They meet 
every Tuesday night. . . . And still another Chess 
Club is now being formed by ROBERT J. ALLEN in 
San Carlos, Calif. . . . The more the merrier!': . . .The 
Los Feliz Chess Club headquarters for the time being 
will be held at MILTON KAHL’S residence, 3823 
Amesbury Drive, Los Angeles, and will meet every. 
Monday evening. . . . Chess classes, under the direction 
of Mrs. NANCY ROOS, will be held every Tuesday 
at 7:30 p.m., at the gymnasium of the Virgil Junior 
High School on Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles. Con¬ 
gratulations, Nancy, and here’s wishing you lots of 
success! . . . R. W. BANNER won 14 games and 
lost to Mr. Petersen in an exhibition at the San 
Pedro Chess Club. . . . 
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From The Battle Fronts 


The International Chess Tournament 
in Heidelberg in June ended in victory 
for Carl Unzicker, champion of Ger¬ 
many. He ran up a total of seven points 
(five wins and four draws). The run¬ 
ner-up was Nicolas Rossolimo, cham¬ 
pion of France, with six points. 

There followed with five points: 
O’Kelly of Belgium, Kieninger of Ger¬ 
many and Paul Schmidt of Latvia; four 
points: Wade of New Zealand, Nieph- 
aus of Germany and Lothar Schmidt 
of Germany; two and a half points: B. 

H. Wood of England and Wotkowsky 
of Poland. 

Here is an interesting game from the 
tournament with a fire-works ending: 

White: Lothar Schmid (21-year-old 
student). 

Black: NICOLAS ROSSOLIMO (the 
French champion). 

RUY LOPEZ. 

I. P-K4 P-K4 6. R-Kl P-QN4 

2. N-KB3 N-QB3 7. B-N3 0-0 

3. B-N5 P-QR3 8. P-B3 P-Q3 

4. B-R4 N-B3 9. P-KR3 

5. 0-0 B-K2 

So far, following the game of Spiel- 
mann-Duras, St. Sebastian, 1912, but— 

9. . . . P-QR4 

This gets away from the Tchigorine 
move, 9. . . . N-QR4, which has proven 
its worth for years, and from the Bot- 
vinnik system, 9. . . . N-Q2, followed 
by B-B3. Here is something new to 
worry about. 

10. P-Q4 PxP 13. B-B2 P-B4 

11. NxP NxN 14. P-QR4 P-N5 

12. PxN B-N2 15. N-Q2 PxP 

Black has ideas! He weakens his 
pawns so that he can continue to be 
aggressive. 

16. N-N3 P-04 

17. P-K5 N-K5 

18. NxQP P-B3 

(Intends to break the center.) 
White’s next move is no threat, as 

you will see: 

19. N-K6 Q-N3 

20. BxN 

If 20.NxR, QxPch; 21.K-R1, N-N6eh; 
22.K-R2, P-Q5; 23.R-KN, N-K7 and 
Black wins. 

20. . . . QxN 

21. PxP ... 

(Otherwise he loses a pawn.) 

21. . .. PxB 25. OR-B1 R-KN3 

22. PxB QxKP 26. R-B5 Q-R5! 

23. Q-N3ch K-Rl 27. K-R2 ... 

24. B-K3 R-R3 


And here you have it . . . look at the 
diagram before you see the wonderful 
finish. You will find the continuation, 
too! 

Position after 27.K-R2. 


White 



Black 


27. . . . RxPch! 

28. KxR RxPch! 

29. BxR P-K6ch 

White resigns; the position is a bit 

too much for him! 


And here is another game from this 
tournament: 

White: UNZICKER; Black: O’Kelly 
FRENCH DEFENSE. 

1.P-K4, P-K3; 2.P-Q4, P-Q4; 3.N-QB3, 
B-N5; 4.P-K5, P-QB4; 5.B-Q3, N-K2; 

(Two other lines can be chosen 
here for Black: 5. . . ., N1QB3: Thomas- 
Rosselli, Nice, 1931; Yates-Sergeant, 
Ch. of England, 1931; Kashdan-Sim- 
onson, third game of match, 1938; 
Christoffel-Botvinnik, Groningen, 1946, 
and Lasker-Bogatyrehuck, Moscow, 
1935.—5. . . . PxP: Fine-Capablanca, 

A.V.R.O., 1938.) 

6.N-B3, 

(6.P-QR3: L Steiner - Nimzowitch 
Berlin, 1928: L. Steiner-G. Koshnitzky, 
Perth, 1937; Bogartyrchouk-Ragozin, 
Moscow, 1935.—6.N-N5 : Boguljubow- 
Buerger, Scarborough, 1927; Alekhine- 
Nimzowitch, San Remo, 1930; Spiel- 
man-Landau, first game of match, 
1936; Goldenav-Brontein, Russian Ch., 
1947; Unzicker - Kupper, Lucerne, 
1948.) 
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0. . . QN-B3; 

(6. . . N-B4; Fine-Flohr, A.V.R.O., 

1938.) 

7. N-QN5, BxBch; 8.QxB, O-O; 9. 
P-B3, P-QR3; 10.N-Q6, PxP; ll.PxP, 
P-B3; 12.NxB, RxN; 13.PxP, RxP; 14. 
B-Q3, N-N3; 15.BxN, RxB; 16.0-0, Q- 
B3; 17.Q-B3, R-N5; 18.QR-Q1, N-K2; 
19.Q-N3, N-N3; 20.P-KR3, R-K5; 21. 
QxNP, R-KB1; 22.QR-K1, R-B5; 23. R- 
K3, R-B4; 24.QxRP, N-B-5; 25.N-K5, 
R-N4; 26.R-KN3, Q-B4; 27. K-R2, P-R3; 
28.Q-B3, N-K7; 29.R-KB3, N-B5; 30. 
R.-KN1, R-R4; 31. P-KN4 and Black 
resigned. 


YUGO-SLAYIA: A match between 

Pirc and Dr. M. Euwe ended in a tie: 
5 to 5. 

Here is the first game of this match: 
White: PIRC; Black: Euwe. 

SLAV DEFENSE. 


1.P-Q4, P-Q4; 2.P-QB4, P-QB3; 3. 
N-KB3, N-KB3; 4.P-K3, B-B4; 5.B-Q3, 
P-K3; 6.0-0, QN-Q2; 7.N1B3, BxB; 8. 
QxB, B-N5; 9.B-Q2, B-R4; 10.KR-Q1, 
0-0; 11.QR-B1, R-Kl; 12.B-K1, P-KR3; 
13.Q-K2, P-R3; 14. P-QR3, P-QN4; 15. 
PxNP, BPxP; 16.R1B2, B-B2; 17.KR- 
Bl, B-03; 18.N-R2, N-N3; 19.B-R5, 

Q-Nl; 20.BxN, QxB; 21.R-B6, Q-Nl; 
22.N-N4, BxN; 23.PxB, N-Q2; 24.P-QN3, 
R1R2; 25.Q-R2, Q-Rl; 26.Q-R5, R-Nl; 
27.P-R3, P-N3; 28.R-B7, N-N3; 29.N-K5, 
RxR; 30.RxR, R-N2; 31.R-B6, Q-R2; 32. 
N-Q3, K-N2; 33.N-B5, R-Nl; 34.NxRP, 
R-QB1; 35.QxN, and Black resigned. 

Occupation of the open line led to 
victory! 


Another match held in the same 
country, but at Split, saw Gligoric beat 
Stahlberg by 6J/^ to 5%. Stahlberg 
won the second game and lost the 
third and eighth games. Here follows 
the second game: 

White: G. STAHLBERG. 


Black: Gligoric. 

QUEEN’S GAMBIT ACCEPTED. 

1.P-Q4, P-Q4; 2.P-QB4, PxP; 3.P-K3, 
P-K4; 4.BxP, PxP; 5.PxP, B-N5ch; 6.N- 
B3,N-KB3; 7.N-B3, 0-0; 8.Q-Q, B-N5; 9. 
B-KN5, N-B3; 10.N-Q5, B-K2; ll.NxBch, 
QxN; 12.P-KR3, BxN; 13.QxB, NxP; 14. 
QxP- KR-N1; 15. BxN, QxB; 16.QxBP, 
RxP; 17.QR-Q1, N-K3; 18.Q-B6, R-KB1; 
19.B-Q7, P-QR4; 20.B-N3, P-R3; 21. 
R-R7, Q-K4; 22.Q-N6, Q-K5; 23.Q-K3, 
QxQ; 24.PxQ, P-R5; 25.RxRP, R-Ql; 
26.R-R7, R1-Q7; 27.RlxP- RxPch; 28. 
K-Bl, R-KR7; 29.RxPch and Black re¬ 
signed. 


SWITZERLAND: A match played in 
Zurich, ended in a victory for Bogolju- 
bow. He beat H. Grob: 4y 2 -ly 2 . Here 
follows the Swiss Masters only win: 

White: Bogoljubow; Black: GROB. 
TWO KNIGHTS DEFENCE, 

1.P-K4, P-K4; 2.N-KB3, N-QB3; 3. 
B-B4, N-B3; 4.N-N5, P-Q4; 5.PxP, 

N-QR4; 6.B-N5ch, P-B3; 7.PxP, PxP; 
8.Q-B3, Q-B2!; 9.B-R4, B-K2; 10.N-QB3, 
0-0; 11.P-Q3, P-KR3; 12.N5-K4, NxN; 
13. PxN, B-R3; 14. B-N3, QR-Q1; 

15.B-Q2, R-Q3; 16.0-0-0, R-B3; 17. 
Q-K3, N-B5; 18.BxN, BxB; 19.P-B3, 
R-Nl; 20.P-QN3, R-KN3; 21.P-N3, 
Q-R4; 22.K-N1, B-B4; 23.Q-K1, B-N5; 
24.N-K2, P-QB4; 25.BxB, RxB; 26.N-B1, 
R-R3; 27.Q-Q2, K-R2; 28.KR-K1, B-K3; 
29.Q-Q8, R-N3; 30.R-K3, P-B5; 31. 

Q-KB8, PxP; 32. BPxP, BxP!; 33.PxB, 
R-QB3; and White resigned. An inter¬ 
esting game. 


LENINGRAD: Russia has long been 
known as the grave of the simultaneous 
player’s reputation, for even Capablan- 
ca at the height of his fame could 
achieve but mediocre results. Keres, 
too, did not find it easy to score more 
than 50 percent against teams of 
schoolboys. Recently Gereben, one of 
Austria’s masters tackled a team of 25 
U.S.S.R. schoolboys from the Dynamo 
School in Leningrad and could only 
win three games, drawing seven, and 
losing 15! Here is one of the games, 
which is well worth studying: 

White. Gereben; Black KOMAROW. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 

1.P-Q4, P-Q4; 2.N-KB3, N-KB3; 3. 
P-B4, P-K3; 4.N-B3, QN-Q2; 5.B-N5, 
B-K2; 6.P-K3, 0-0; 7.PxP, (The ex¬ 
change variation”) PxP; 8.B-Q3, R-Kl; 
9.0-0, (In a similar posftion, Reshev- 
sky, after Q-B2, castled on the Q side 
against Monticelli, Syracuse, 1934. Cas¬ 
tles QR is quite in the spirit of the 
“exchange variation” but it is better, 
in that case, to have developed the 

KN at K2 instead of KB3.) 9., P-B3; 

10.Q-B2, N-Bl; 11.N-K5, N-N5; (Unus¬ 
ual, but not new for it was played by 
Keres against Flohr at Semmering- 
Baden, 1937. It infuses a good deal of 
activity into the game.) 

12.BxB, QxB; 13.NxN, BxN; 14. 
QR-N1, (But here Flohr played 14. 
N-K2 and after BxN; 15.BxB a draw is 
the likely result. Gereben feels safe 
and intends to start a “minority at¬ 
tack” on the Q side, thereby passing 
on the initiative to his young oppon¬ 
ent.) 14. . . ., Q-N4; 15.K-R1, R-K3; 16. 
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N-K2, R-R3; 17.N-B4, Q-R5; 18.P-KR3, 
P-KN4; 19.P-KN3, (This wins the 
Queen but loses the game! See dia¬ 
gram.) 

White 



19. . . ., B-B6ch; 20.K-R2, QxRPch!; 21. 
NxQ, P-N5; and White resigned. A 
striking refutation. Nothing can stop 
the mate by RxNch and R-R8 mate. 


MONTIVIDEO: An international 

tournament here was won by Julio 
Bolbochan 7y 2 points. H. Rosetta and 
L. Roux Cabral, 7; Dr. W. (). Cruz, A. 
Olivera and O. Laphitz, 5; Lamadid, 3; 
Almeida and Dr. Rodriguez, 2, 


POSTAL CHESS GAMES 

Editor: R. de Forest Taylor 
129 Rey St., San Francisco 24, Calif. 

New players and Re-entrants: Mr. H. T. Van 
Patten, Seattle; Mr. Keith Jewel, Berkeley; Mr. 
S. O. Johnson, Sacramento; Dr. Malig, Sari Jose; 
Mr. Cook, Los Gatos; Mr. Brunner, San Fran¬ 
cisco; Mr. Russ, San Francisco; Mr. Schroeder, 
Garden Grove, Calif.; Mr. Merrit W. Smith, San 
Diego; Mr. S. McCarty, San Jose; Mr. R. L. Shea 
San Francisco; Mr. J. R. Glover, Pittsburg; Mr. 
G. Sutherland, San Anselmo, and Mr. C. W. 
Sevits, Doris, Calif. 

Sec. 49-A1—Sutherland, 1; Sanders,. 0 
Betke, 1; Barton, 0. 

Schroeder, 1; Barton, 0. 

Bonner, 1; Barton, 0. 

Schroeder, 1; Betke, 0. 

Bonner, 1; Betke, 0. 

Sutherland, 1; Barton, 0. 

Bonner, 1; Russ, 0. 

Schroeder, 1; Sanders, 0. 

Sanders, 1; Barton, 0. 

Sec. 48-F2—Schultze, 1; Quinn, 0. 

Schultze, 1; G, M. Johnson, 0. 
Goudswaard, 1; Quinn, 0. 
Goudswaard,l; S. G. Johnson, 0. 

Sec. 49-A2—Hughes, 1; Walters, 0. 

Walters, 1; Davis, 0. 

Sec. 48-SI—Bonner, Yz ; Clasen ,Yi- 
Bonner, 1; Upham, 0. 

Taber, 1; Bonner, 0. 

Clasen, 1; Kupka, 0. 

Sec. 48-F1—Sanders, 1; Wenrich, 0. 

David Malig, 1; Hoff, 0. 


FOR THE STUDENT 


SCOTCH GAME 

Generally known is the following 
position from the Scotch game, which 
arises after: 1. P-K4, P-K4; 2. N-KB3, 
N-QB3; 3. P-Q4, PxP; 4. NxP, N-B3; 
5. N-QB3, B-N5; 6. NxN, NPxN; 7. 
B-Q3, P-Q4; 



In some of the recent games they 
now play the sharp: 8. O-O, instead of 
the normal 8. PxP. In a correspond¬ 
ence game Hylimo (Finland)-Balogh 
(Roumania) the continuation was: 

8. . . . BxN; 9. PxB, PxP; 10. B-R3 
(according to the “books” 10. R-Kl, 
O-O; 11. B-K2, B-K3, etc. is weak for 
White). 10. . . . PxB; 11. Q-Klch (Not 
11. R-Klch, B-K3; 12. P-KB4, Q-Q4). 
11. . . . B-K3; 12. P-KB4, P-B4; 13. P- 
B5; (if 13. BxP, Q-Q4; 14. B-R3, P-Q7; 
15. Q-K2, N-K5), i3. . . . O-O; 14. PxB, 
R-Kl; 15. PxPch, KxP; 16. Q-R4, P- 
Q7!; 17. Q-B4ch, (17. QxRP, P-08=Q); 
17. . . . K-N3; 18. BxP, with compli¬ 
cated combination possibilities. 

Naturally Black has other possibili¬ 
ties to defend himself, after 12. P-KB4, 
but the variation with the development 
of the Bishop on QR3 deserves further 
serious study. 



HARRY SHAW 
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Memories 


A CHESS CHAMP’S WIFE 
Life Is Full of Travel and Fun 
By HELEN CIVELLI 

(Its so pleasant to find a well-written story about chess in the public prints 
that it always makes us want to do something about it. The following article by 
Helen Civelli, a women's section writer for The San Francisco News appeared 
February 28, 1947. There is a good reason why I picked it out of my suitcase. 
The article concerns my wife, Leah, who is recovering from an accident, which 
resulted in a fractured leg and a sprained right ankle. Both of us wish to extend 
our sincere thanks through the pages of The California Chess News to all our 
friends for their kind letters and thoughtful remembrances, while she was a (( shut- 


in.” 

I feel sure that all our readers will 
WIFE, as much as I did. — The Editor.) 

There was the pat, pat, pat of palm 
against palm and Mrs. George Koltan- 
oswski stood up and smiled graciously 
at the 20 or so people in the room. We 
watched her curiously as she sat down, 
a little distance away from the circle 
of eight tables, each with its chess 
board and pieces. Her husband, one of 
the world’s champion chess masters, 
was about to begin an exhibition in 
blindfold simultaneous play. 

We remembered the story, undoubt¬ 
edly apochryphal, but true enough in 
the sense that it depicts the highly- 
keyed chess temperament. 

Two champions were playing off a 
match. They were seated at a table in 
the midst of a large room, heavily car¬ 
peted and with all outside sounds muf¬ 
fled. Spectators scarcely dared to 
breath as the titans figured their 
moves. 

Suddenly, through a door inadver¬ 
tently left open, came a cat. As he pad¬ 
ded over the thick carpet, one of the 
players snarled, “Whoever this is, stop 
that stomping!” 

WHAT A JOB IT MUST BE 

That’s why we were curious about 
Mrs. Koltanowski. And a little awed. 
What a master of diplomacy she must 
be! What a delicate and all-consuming 
task must be hers, that of ministering 
to a temperamental genius who was 
forever straining his brain and his 
nerves, playing a flock of chess games, 
all at once, in his head. 

Mr. Koltanowski went to a far corn¬ 
er and sat himself down with his back 
to the eight players he had taken on 
for this evening’s exhibition at the 
Central Y.M.C.A. on Golden Gate av¬ 
enue. 


enjoy the article, “A CHESS CHAMP'S 

Then with the teller calling the plays 
made by his opponents, he called out 
his own replies. 

Mrs. Koltanowski sat by herself, 
looking quite unperturbed. We couldn’t 
stand it any longer, and went over to 
ask her about this business of being 
married to a chess champion. 

“Isn’t he exhausted at the end of an 
evening like this?” we wanted to know. 

Mrs. Koltanowski looked surprised.« 
“Why no, of course not. He’s tired, of 
course, but he loves it.” 

The Koltanowskis, it seems, are tour¬ 
ing the country — they’re just back 
from a South American tour — and 
these exhibitions are nightly affairs. 
Sometimes he plays eight, sometimes 
10 simultaneous games. He won the 
championship in Scotland in 1937 
playing 34 simultaneous games—blind¬ 
fold of course—and losing none. 

IT’S FUN—EVEN FOR MISSUS 

But surely, when he was approach¬ 
ing championship tournaments. Mr. 
Koltanowski must get a little nervous? 
Mrs. Koltanowski must have to step 
easy and not upset him? 

“No,” she laughed. “He doesn’t get 
nervous. He loves chess, for the game 
itself. And he has a wonderful sense of 
humor. He doesn’t believe in this long 
grey beard, solemn stuff about chess.” 

Mrs. Koltanowski wasn’t through. 

“Not only that,” she said, warming 
up, “he’s a remarkable teacher, and so 
generous with his time. He’ll play and 
lecture before any group, no matter 
how small, just to encourage more peo¬ 
ple to play chess. He wishes more chil¬ 
dren would learn it, because he says 
that’s the time to begin. 
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“He’s a good showman, too, and so 
witty.” 

Mrs. Koltanowski sighed. “He’s a 
wonderful man.” 

We looked at her suspiciously. 

“You haven’t been married very long 
have you?” we asked. 

She blushed a little. 

“No, not very.” 

Does she play chess? 

DOESN’T PLAY—BUT MAYBE 
SHE’LL LEARN 

“No. We’ve been on tour most of the 
time since we’ve been married. Maybe 
after we settle down I’ll learn.” 

Mrs. Koltanowski seldom accompan¬ 
ies her husband when he’s playing for 
keeps—that is, in a tournament. But 
she always goes along for the exhibi¬ 
tions. 

She likes to watch the wide variety 
of people who turn up. 

“Sometimes I get a little worried,” 
she confessed, “when I hear one of the 
spectators say, he’s got a tough game 
over there at Table No. 6,’ or ‘the play¬ 
er at Table No. 2 has him in a bad 
spot’.” 

She put on a wifely look. 

“And,” she said firmly, “I don’t like 
kibitzers. According to the rules, each 
player should concentrate on his own 
board and not consult with the others. 
But in these exhibitions they do any¬ 
thing.” 

On the whole, Mrs. Koltanowski likes 
the gypsy life that she and her husband 
lead. By now she has living in a suit¬ 
case down to a system. 

“My wardrobe,” she smiled, “is what 
you’d call basic. Very basic. It con¬ 
sists of suits, all of them black or 
gray. I wear dark blouses when we’re 
traveling and save my light ones for 
when we have long enough stopovers 
so I can get things laundered and 
cleaned. There isn’t room enough the 
way we travel, for a lot of accessories. 
So my shoes and bags are all black. 
And I’ve given up wearing hats.” 

Mrs. Koltanowski keeps her dark 
hair short so she can shampoo and set 
it herself. The fact that it’s naturally 
curly is a little break nature gave her. 
She does her own nails and uses color¬ 
less polish. 

HE’S A GOOD COOK, TOO 

“So then,” we summed it up, “be¬ 
ing a chess champion’s wife is no great 
strain after all? No playing nursemaid 
to delicate nerves? No protecting a 
genius husband from disturbances, 


seeing he had the proper diet and plen¬ 
ty of rest?” 

“No,” said Mrs. Koltanowski happi¬ 
ly, “George has a wonderful appetitie 
and eats anything. Especially his own 
cooking. He loves to cook, and he’s lots 
of fun.” 

A very impressed, very young sol¬ 
dier came up. 

“Excuse me. But I just wanted to 
know. Does your husband practice 
much? Does he study a lot?” 

Mrs. Koltanowski gasped. 

“Of course not. He never opens a 
chess book—except the one he happens 
to be writing himself at the time. And 
he doesn’t own a chess set.” 

See? No problems. Mrs. Koltanowski 
even knows what to get her husband 
for Christmas. A chess set. 


WE HEAR 

The SAN JOSE CHESS CLUB is going to have a 
two-day chess festival in the month of September, all 
players are invited and a Peninsula Chess League will 
be formed at that time. George Koltnaowski will be 
tournament director. . . . THE SONOMA OPEN- 
AIR Chess Festival on August 7, was a tremendous 
success, thanks to the hard labors of SHERMAN 
WALKER and the Chamber of Commerce. Players 
came from San Jose, Santa Cruz, Oakland, Berkeley, 
Vacaville, Pittsburg, Burlingame, Santa Rosa, Petalu¬ 
ma, San Anselmo, etc. George Koltanowski played 55 
games, won 48 and drew 7. . . . ABE YANOFSKY, 
Champion of Canada, played 39 boards in Vancouver, 
B.C., and won 29, drew 7 and lost 3. (George Pan¬ 
ton, and J. M. Taylor, both of the City Chess Club, 
and both former City Champions, and A. Hammond 
of the Vancouver Chess Club.) . . . ALBERT SAN- 
DRIN of Chicago is winner of the 1949 Open Cham¬ 
pionship of the U. S. Chess Federation, scoring 10-2 
in the tournament at Omaha, Nebraska. Sandrin also 
captured the brilliancy prize for his victory over Phil¬ 
lip Lecorun of Detroit. Second place in the tourna¬ 
ment went to A. E. Santasiere who scored 9 -2 

Larry Evans, with 9-3, was third. Other leaders “were- 
Glen Hartleb, A. Bisguier, P. Poschel, J. T. Dono¬ 
van and G. Krauss, each 8-4; P. Lecorun, G. Kramer 
R. J. Martin, E. T. McCormick and S. Barton, each 
71/2-41/2. 


NEWS FLASHES 


VIENNA: The International 
won by 1-2 Foltys and Puc 9 



H. GROB 


Tournament here was 
points each. (Foltys 
won first place by 
the S. B. System) 
3. Beni 7, 4. Ko- 
petzky 6, etc . . . . 

LONDON: O. S. 
BERSTEIN won a 
tournament here with 
7 points. Lost one 
game only to W. 
Winter. . . . CHAM¬ 
PIONSHIPS WERE 
WON: Belgrade: 

M I L I C. Berlin: 
PFEIFFER. Bratisla¬ 
va: S E F C. Prague: 
HAVLICEK. Vienna: 
PLATT. Finland: 
SALO. Tunis: KA- 
NIA HABIB. Zu¬ 
rich: H. GROB. 
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MYSTERIOUS ROOK ENDINGS 
Now you see it—now you don't, 
Now you win it—now you won't! 
Translated from Russian by Nick 
Russ, San Francisco. 

ENDING No. 1 


Tchigorine’s Memorial Tournament, 
Moscow, 1947. 

Black: Sokolsky. 



79. . . . R-KR7 84. P-B6 R-R3 

80. R-K7ch K-R3 85. K-K2 R-R2ch 

81. R-K8 K-R2 86. K-B8 R-R3 

82. K-K6 R-K7ch 87. P-B7 R-R2 

83. K-B7 R-QR7 88. R-B8 R-R8 

89. K-K7 Resigns 

ENDING No. 2 
Same tournament. 

Black: Y. SMYSLOW. 



White: Glygorich. 

98. K-B5 R-QR8! 

99. P-R6ch K-R2 


100. 

R-Q6 

R-QR7 

101. 

K-N5 

R-KN7ch 

102. 

K-B6 

KxP 

103. 

K-K7ch 

K-R2 

104. 

P-B5 

R-K2ch 

105. 

R-K6 

R-QR7! 

106. 

P-B6 

R-QRl 

107. 

K-B7 

K-R3 

108. 

R-Kl 

R-R2ch 

109. 

R-K7 

R-Rl 

110. 

R-Q7 

K-R2 

111. 

R-Ql 

R-R2ch 

112. 

K-K6 

R-R3ch 

113. 

R-Q6 

R-Rl 

114. 

R-Q4 

K-Nl 

115. 

R-KN4ch 

K-Bl 

Draw 



ENDING No. 3 

Six Masters Tournament, Moscow, 
1941. 

Black: BONDAREVSKY. 



White: Smyslow. 

Botvinnik is of the opinion that it 
should lead to a forced win for Black 
and gives the following line: 


78. 


P-B6ch 

79. 

K-B2 

P-R6 

80. 

R-R6 

R-N2 

81. 

R-R8 

R-N3 

82. 

R-R7 

R-Nl 

83. 

R-R6 

R-QRl! 

84. 

R-N6ch 

K-R4! 

and 

Black wins! 



CAN YOU NAME IT? 

Too early to tell yet, as votes come 
in daily and the time limit not ex¬ 
pired yet. Many propose new names, 
but a decision will be taken with 
our next issue, so that we can have 
a new title by the beginning of our 
third volume! 
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GAME-BY-MAIL 

In the Santa Rosa Press Democrat "Games-By 
Mail,” competition, in which I have won 94 wins 
and four draws so far—half a dozen still to go— 
(all on ice!), I played the following game—No. 87 
in the competition: 

White: GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI. 

Black: Walt Sherman and Sherman Walker, Sono- 


QUEEN’S INDIAN DEFENSE. 

1. P-Q4 N-KB3 5. B-Q3 P-B4 

2. N-KB3 P-QN3 6. P-B3 B-K2 

3. P-K3 B-N2 7. 0-0 N-B3 

4. QN-Q2 P-K3 8.P-QR3 P-KR4 

Up to this moment Black had played the opening 

along normal lines, now he is going to storm White’s 
game. Crazy moves like this have been known to suc¬ 
ceed! 

9. P-K4 P-KN4 

Black means business! Attack at any price. 

10. NxP N-KN5 

11. QN-B3 Q-B2 

12. P-Q5 N3-K4 

13. NxN QxN 

14. P-KB4 Q-N2 

15. PxP BPxP 

16. P-KR4 


At first sight this move looks good. Defend my 
Knight solidly and with a pawn to the good it looks 
like easy sailing. But I should have known my op¬ 
ponents better than that! 

Position after 16.P-KR4. 



16. . . . P-B5! ? 

Here it starts! If ten percent of the games would 
have been as tough as this one, it would be doubtful 
if the score would have been that favorable for me. 
The combination for Black (winning the exchange), 
looks good . . . only a quite move for White turns 
the tables fast. 

17. BxP B-B4ch 

18. K-Rl N-B7ch 

19. RxN BxR 

20. P-B5! 

And there you have it. White threatens PxP. The 
strength of the move lies in the fact that WQB gets 
into action. If White cannot get his pieces into ac¬ 
tion fast he is a dead duck. Now Black has a prob¬ 
lem. What must he play? If he can get his Queen to 
KN6 right away he has an easy win, also if the line 
was open for his QB. Let us look at his lines of play: 

a) 20. . . ., O-O-O; 21. PxP, PxP; 22. BxPch, 
K-Nl; 23.Q-B3 stops BxRP ’cause of Q-B4ch, B-B4; 
24. N-B7, etc. 

b) 20. . . . P-Q4; 21.BN5ch, K-K2; 22.NxP, 

Q-N6; 23.B-N5ch, K-B2; 24.B-K2 with a killing 
position. 

c) 20. . . . R-Ql; 22.PxP, PxP; 23.QxRch fol¬ 
ic wed by NxPch wins. 

Black continued with: 


20. . . . BxRP 

21. PxP BxN 

22. BxB B-B3 

24. PxPch BxP 


If QxP than 25.Q-B3 and Black’s game is unten¬ 
able. 

R-QB1 


26. B-N5! and Black resigns. 

After 26. . . . BxB (best) 27.Q-K6ch, K-Bl; 
28. QxRch, K-B2; 29- Q-B5ch, K-Nl; 30. QxB, 

there’s nothing left for Black. 

U. S. Junior Championship 

Round 9 


White: JIM CROSS. 

Black: EARL PRUNER. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


Y. ^ 

1. 

P-Q4 

N-KB3 

20. 

BxN 


BxB 

2. 

P-OB4 

P-K3 

21. 

N-Q7 


R-Q 

3. 

N-QB3 

P-Q4 

22. 

NxB 

ch 

PxN 

4. 

N-B3 

B-K2 

23. 

Q-N4 

ch 

K-B 

5. 

P-K3 

0-0 

24. 

BxP 


K-K2 

6. 

B-Q3 

PxP 

25. 

P-B3 


R-R 

7. 

BxP 

P-B4 

26. 

B-K4 


Q-N 

8. 

0-0 

N-B3 

27. 

Q-N3 


QxQ 

9. 

B-Q3 

PxP 

28. 

PxQ 


BxB 

19. 

PxP 

N-N5 

29. 

PxB 


R-B7 

11. 

B-N 

P-QN3 

30. 

QR-B 


R1-QB1 

12. 

P-QR3 

N ( 5 ) -Q4 

31. 

R-N 


R-K7 

13. 

Q-K2 

B-N2 

32. 

R-K 


R( 1) -B7 

14. 

R-Q 

R-B 

33. 

RxR 


RxR 

15. 

N-K4 

Q-B2 

34. 

R-QB 


K-Q2 

16. 

N-K5 

NxN 

35. 

R-B 


K-K2 

17. 

BxN 

N-B3 

36. 

R-B 


K-Q3 

18. 

B-Q3 

Q-N 

37. 

R-B 


K-K2 

19. 

B-KN5 

Q-R 

38. 

R-B 


Draw 


POST-TOURNAMENT ANALYSIS 



By M-SGT. B. DONNELLY, Fort Ord 


M-Sgt. Russell B. Donnelly of the Fort 
Ord Chess Club is attempting to justify 
a move in the game that won the Fort 
Ord Chess Championship for him June 
21, 1949. The runner-up, with a score 
of 11 i/ 2 -2i/ 2, as against Donnelly’s 13-1, 
is Pfc. Wilfred Ingalls, and he sees 
nothing to get so excited about as is 
shown in the picture. The kibitzers 
(left to right), are Sgt. John J. Powers, 
who placed third; M-Sgt. Robert Kiser 
and Cpl. Raymond C. Adams, are 
shown in slight disagreement. 

Special Services will award the win¬ 
ners of first and second place with a 
trophy and a cup. Sgt. Powers and Sgt. 
George W. Newton were awarded Flor¬ 
entine Chess Sets for winning third 
and fourth place. 


25. Q-Q5 
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CALIFORNIA STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

By GEORGE CROY, Los Angeles 

This year the San Francisco Bay Area Chess League 
and Los Angeles County Chess League are cooperating 
in sponsoring the 1949 California Chess Champion¬ 
ship Tournament. We are playing two sections, one in 
San Francisco (Mechanics Inst.) and the other in 
Los Angeles. (Hollywood Chess Group). From each 
preliminary tourney there will be qualified, three top 
players to compete for the state title in a five-round 
round-robbin at Atascadero September 3, 4 and 5 th. 
The non-qualifiers plus any others who wish to, will 
go to Atascadero and play in another tourney for the 
"Minor” championship of California. That, of course, 
will have to be a Swiss System, and probably at a 
faster time limit (suggested 40 moves per hour), so 
as to get in enough rounds to make it decisive. That 
will add significance to the Minor title as the winner 
will be state champ for that class of play. Entrance fee, 
$5.00, plus a portion of the fees from both prelim¬ 
inary tournaments. 

The Los Angeles County League is also sponsoring 
a Ladies’ Chess Tournament for the Los Angeles La¬ 
dies’ Championship. 

The Los Angeles section preliminary has just 
started and a very strong field, including Cross, Mar¬ 
tin, Smith, Croy, M. Gordon and A. Weiss among 
others, are competing. 

The Los Angeles County Chess League and the San 
Francisco Bay Area Chess League join in proposing 
that ALL chess leagues in the state have official dele¬ 
gates present at Atascadero September 3, for the pur¬ 
pose of effecting a state federation of chess leagues, 
to take jurisdiction over all state-wide and intersec¬ 
tional chess events, either permanently, or until such 
time as the players and clubs of the state show a pref¬ 
erence for some other type of organization on the 
state level. Mr. Steiner will be present and plans to 
state the case for an organization based on clubs and 
individuals. There is, no doubt, sentiment for this 
type of organization, and it may eventually be the 
type to be adopted. However, as Mr. McClain of 
San Francisco pointed out, the leagues are functioning 
already and need only to form a liaison committee, 
(or anything more formal as they care to) and we will 
have a state-wide chess authority. 


STOCKTON CHESS NEWS 

By M. A. SANDERS 


We finished our second annual Round Robin tourn¬ 
ament with Dr. W. R. Jepson the winner and new 
holder of the club’s perpetual trophy. The second 
place was won by Paul Hubbard. Third prize was a 
subscription to "California Chess News” won by M. 
E. Mattingly. (Thanks!—Editor). 

Since then Mr. H. Strob has defeated "Matt’ in 
a five-game match and is now number three (3) on 
the club ladder. 

On July 10 we played a return match with Mo¬ 
desto at Modesto, eight men on each side. 


MODESTO 

1. M. Jackson . 

2. C. J. Smith 

3. Davis . 

4. Saylor . 

5. Krogness ... 

6. W. Smith . 

7. Sampson . 

8. Wente . 


| STOCKTON 
0|W. R. Jepson .. 

0 H. Strob . 

0~P. Hubbard . 

1 W. Zell . 

0 E. Labrie . 

1 F. Bufton . 

0 M. Sanders . 

1 H. Darrencette 


1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 


TOTAL . 3 


TOTAL 


5 


It is only fair to say that three of Modesto’s good 
players were not present for this match. 

Here are a couple of games from the Club Cham¬ 
pionship: 


Q.P. OPENING 

White: J. GALLAGHER; Black: M. MATTINGLY 

PxP 
P-KR4 
N-KB1 
NB3-R2 
P-KN4 
P-N5 
N-N4 

Q-Qi 

NxP 
Q-Q4 
P-R5 
P-R6 
N-B7 
mate. 


1. 

P-Q4 

P-QB3 

14. 

P-K4 

2. 

N-KB3 

P-Q4 

15. 

PxP 

3. 

P-K3 

B-N5 

16. 

P-B3 

4. 

P-B4 

N-KB3 

17. 

P-QR4 

5. 

N( 1) -Q2 

P-K3 

18. 

Q-B3 

6. 

Q-N3 

Q-N3 

19. 

B-Kl 

7. 

B-Q3 

B-N5 

20. 

B-K2 

8. 

0-0 

BxNQ7 

21. 

B-N3 

9. 

BxB 

BxN 

22. 

P-B4? 

10. 

PxB 

Q-B2 

23. 

Q-Q3 

11. 

K-Rl 

QN-Q2 

24. 

R-N2 

12. 

R-KN1 

0-0-0 

25. 

B-Kl 

13. 

P-B5 

QR-N1 

26. 

R-Nl 


COLLE SYSTEM 
White: M. SANDERS; 


1. P-Q4 

2. N-KB3 

3. B-B4 

4. P-K3 

5. B-Q3 


P-Q4 


N-QB3 (a) 7. QN-2 


Black: J. CHRISM AN 
P-QB3 P-K3 


N-KB3 
N-K5 (b 
P-KB4 


B-Q3 


8. N-K5 (c) P-KN4 
9- Q-R5ch Resigns 


Short games usually call for some cooperation from 
the loser. In this game White’s moves are all normal 
for the first eight moves. His game plays its self. 

(a) Not advisable as a second move in this opening 
since it blocks the Queen Bishop Pawn. 

(b) As a rule, pieces should not be moved twice so 
early in the game. 

(c) White does not want to trade Bishops. 


SANTA BARBARA CHESS CLUB 

By E. C. BABCOCK 


The Los Feliz Chess Club marked up a smashing 
victory in their match against our club on July 3. 
Here is the complete result: 


LOS FELIZ | SANTA BARBARA 


Martin . 

. 1 

Velliotes . 

Croy . 

. 1 

Schecter . 

M. Gordon . 

. 1 

R. Hide . 

Abel .. 

. 1 

Ward . 

Spiller . 

. 1 

Miller . 

J. Johnson . 

. 1 

Kelley 

Almquist . 

. 1 

Bessler . 

Lenk . 

. 1 

Arnois . 

Mrs. Roos . 

. 1 | 


Pollycove. 

. 1 j 

R. D. Smith . 

J. Marshall. 

. 1 

Bohrbach 

Towbin . 

. 1/2 

Tom Smith . 

P.Harmat . 

. 1 1 

Mrs. Schrader . 

Look . 

. 1 

Hall . 

F. Marshall . 

. y 2 

Fletcher 

M. Harmat . 

. 0 

C. Hide . 

Waranzoff .... 

. 1 

Bristow . 

Priester . 

. 1 

Hanford . 

Livadary . 

. 1 iRix 

Total . 

.17 

TOTAL . 


Chess master George Koltanowski refereed the match 
and later played 24 games simultaneously, winning 21 
and drawing 3, against Mrs. Nancy Roos, Morris 
Gordon and George Croy. The visiting players and 
their families were lavishly entertained with an out¬ 
door luncheon prior to the match. 


PORTLAND, OREGON 

By JIM SCHMITT 

Here are the results of two tournaments recently 
concluded here in Portland. 

1949 PORTLAND CHESS CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Double-round Round Robin 
1. J. Schmitt, l 5 l/ 2 -l/ 2 -, 2. J. C. Burnham, 11-5; 
3-4. S. Eikrem and D. Turner, 9 V 2 - 6 V 2 each; 5. J 
MacKenzie, 8-8; 6. F. Aiken, 6-10; 7. M. O. Skars- 
ten, 51 / 2 -IOI/ 2 ; 8. S. Lyman, 5-11; 9- E. Cannon, 2- 
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1949 PORTLAND OPEN 


(4-Round Swiss) 

Tournament Director, A. W. Dake. 

1-2. Alex Suchobeck and J. Schmitt, 3-1 each; 3-4. 
J. Strong and D. Turner, 2Vi each; 5.E. Eikrem,2-2; 

6. V. Bloomquist, 1 Vi -2 Vi; 7 .M. O. Skarsten, 1-3; 8. 
Gene Astley, Vi-3Vi- 

Jim Schmitt and Alex Suchobeck were declared co¬ 
winners and shared first prize. Most of the games 
were fiercely contested, resulting in a very interesting 
tournament. 


CASTLE CHESS CLUB, Berkeley. 

By GUTHRIE McCLAIN 

The championship is in full swing with G. Me 
Clain leading with 4 out of 5 . ( Looks like Mac will 
win this time. — Editor) . Playing are: M. Eudey, R. 
Hendricks, Dr. Branch, Hiatt, Abrahams, Gross, Janes, 
Lynch and D. Belmont. Here is a game from this 
tournament, notes by Guthrie McClain: 

White: GUTHRIE McCLAIN. 

Black: Daniel M. Belmont. 

QUEEN’S GAMBIT ACCEPTED 

1. P-Q4 P-Q4 

2. P-QB4 PxP 

3. N-KB3 P-QR3 

4. P-QR4 

This move is given in Reuben Fine’s Practical Chess 
Openings as an inferior alternative to 4. P-K3, e.g. 
4. P-QR4, N-KB3; 5. P-K3, B-N5; 6. BxP, P-K3; 

7. N-B3, N-B3; 8. B-K2, B-N5; 9. O-O, 0-0; 10. 
N-Q2, BxB with advantage to Black. Ahues-Alekhine, 
Bad Neuheim, 1936. However, 4. P-QR4 seems a 
natureal move in conjunction with 7. Q-N3. 

4. . . . N-KB3 

5. P-K3 B-N5 

6 . BxP P-K3 

7. Q-N3! BxN 

8 . PxB R-R2 

8 . PxB BxN 

Doesn’t look like a chess move, although played by 
the masters. 

9. B-Q2 N-B3 

10 . B-B3 

To make room for N-Q2, developing the N with¬ 
out blocking the B from the square R5. An alterna¬ 
tive was 10. P-R5, followed by N-B3. 

10 . B-Q3? 

B-K2 was better. Also N-Q4 was to be considered. 

11. N-Q2 0-0 

12. N-K4 P-K4 

13 . 0 - 0-0 

Going into a possible bad end game because of the 
isolated and double pawns, but relying on the power¬ 
ful pair of Bishops to do enough damage to Black to 
make an end game unnecessary. Castling long is risk 
enough as a general rule, without the added disad¬ 
vantage of the disrupted pawn position, but in this 
case the strength of White’s position justifies the im¬ 
mediate joining of the Rooks and the posting of the 
QR on Ql. 

13. . . . PxP 

14. PxP B-B5ch 

15. K-Nl N-Q2 

It is difficult to find good moves for Black. Better 
would have been N-K2, to support K side in the com¬ 
ing attack, or perhaps the best was 15. . . P-QN4; 

16. PxP, NxN; 17. PxN, R-N2, etc., when the pawn 
sacrifice gives Black some attacking chances. The move 
made leads to a typical Belmont trap, designed to ex¬ 
exchange for clearing off both Black Knights. 

16. KR-N1 N-N3 

17. R-N4! NxB 

18. QxN 


Position after White’s 18th move. 



RxB would avoid the fork on the next move, but 
White has two Rooks and can spare one of them in 
exchange for clearing both Black Knights. 

18. . . . N-K4 

19. PxN KxRch 

20. K-R2 B-R3 

Not QxP: 21.RxB! 

21. P-K6 Q-Q 

Not PxP; 22. QxPch, K-R; 23. QxB and there is 
no perpetual check because the Q can interpose. 

22. N-B6ch K-Rl 

23. Q-K4 PxN 

24. P-K7 Q-Q3 

25. P-K8 (Q) . 

Nearly as deadly was to promote the P to a Knight! 

25. . . ., R( 2 ) -R1 

See the note to Black’s 8th move. 

26. Q( 8) -K7 

For sheer pleasure, I recommend having to speci¬ 
fy on the score sheet which Queen makes the move. 
Black resigns. _ 


SANTA MONICA WINS 

Because of lack of space we could not publish this 
important article on the Los Angeles County Team 
championship before. Though belated we still think 
it of interest to our readers. 

Final results were: 

Santa Monica Bay C. C.3V2 18 

Hollywood Chess Group .3V^ 17 

Pasadena Chess Club .3 16 Vi 

Los Angeles Chess Club.3 15 Vi 

Hakoah Chess Club . lVi ‘ s 

Loe Feliz Chess Club . Vi 12 

The "B” league team matches were won by the 
Hollywood Chess Broup, Pasadena second. 


By GEORGE A. STEVEN, Santa Monica 

"The third time is the charm,’’ and after the third 
year of trying, we won the team championship of Los 
Angeles County. "We,” are a group of players who 
formed and maintained the Santa Monica Bay Chess 
Club for the last four years. 

The first year that team league play was revived in 
Los Angeles, in the 1947 season, the Santa Monica 
gang took second place with Pasadena, just five points 
behind Herman Steiner’s "Hollywood Lasker” team. 
There were fourteen teams entered that year and that 
included three from the Hollydood Chess Group. We 
beat out two of the three Hollywood teams, but the 
combination of Jim Cross, Eugene Levin, and some 
other youngsters were too much for us. 

The first year of play brought out a number of prob¬ 
lems that all pointed for the need of an organization 
to take care of the Los Angeles County Clubs and 
players alike. The Santa Monica Chess Club took the 
first action resulting in the formation of the "LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY CHESS LEAGUE,” and Paul 
Wrangell, first president of our club, was elected to 
the presidency of the new organization. The league, 
now in its second year is growing better and stronger 
as the months go by. Under the fine leadership of Mr. 
Taber of the Los Angeles Water & Power Chess Club, 
the Los Angeles County Chess League is the only or- 
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ganization in this area that is truly representative of 
the rank and file players of the county. The officers 
of the league welcome correspondence and will co- 
oprate with any other groups of players, both in 
Northern California and all other parts of the state. 

The 1948 team league season was not as satisfactory 
to us of Santa Monica as we were able to cop fifth 
place, losing out to the Hollywood Chess Group, Pasa¬ 
dena, and several other clubs by close scores. Herman 
Steiner’s Club won the"A” Championship for the 
second year in a row. In the summer months we held 
a very well contested Santa Monica Tournament, which 
was won by Ray Martin, with Paul Quillen taking 
second place. We attracted these two fine players to 
our club as their home quarters, and considerably 
strengthened our team strength. 

At the start of the 1949 team league season, there 
were six teams entered in the "A" League, with a 
number of the smaller clubs trying their chances in the 
"B” section. This cut down the match season, but 
NOT the competition. All the clubs in the "A" league 
were quite closely matched, and none could afford to 
coast or play anything but their best. 

The first round we were matched with the defend¬ 
ing champions, the Hollywood Chess Club, and a form¬ 
idable team they had indeed. Herman Steiner, the 
well-known United States Champion, played first 
board against Arthur Spiller. Spiller has a draw game 
to his credit with Steiner, played in another tourna¬ 
ment earlier in the year, but though he put up a fine 
battle, the game ended with some fine combinational 
play and the point was Steiner’s. Jim Cross playing 
for Hollywood won out in his game with Paul Quil¬ 
len, while postal player Randolph Banner and I went 
to a draw. Ray Martin won from A. Weiss, Emil Gil- 
uten beat H. Gibbs, and the last game between A. 
Bisno of Hollywood and H. Abel, ended in a rather 
unfortunate time clock dispute and the point went to 
Hollywood. The final score 3 Vi to 21/2- 

We resolved to battle on in spite of losing this 
very important match, and tangled with the Los Feliz 
Chess Club. As reported in previous issues of Cali¬ 
fornia Chess News, we played two practice matches 
with this swell group of players, both ending in ties 
at 4 Vi to 4 Vi arid 4-4. George Croy had both of the 
Gordon brothers added to their team. (Morris was 
Los Angeles City Champion in 1946, and Hyman in 
1947), and they sure looked like the team to beat, 
along with Hollywood. The result was surprising, with 
a smashing 4 Vi to lVi victory for Santa Monica. Ray 
Martin beat Sidney Serilson again, Paul Quillen took 
Hyman Gordon, and Emil Giluten won from Morris 
Gordon. Dave Johnston beat Nancy Roos, and for a 
while it looked like the score was going to be 6-0! 
Arthur Spiller had the advantage over LeRoy Johnson 
but it was not enough to win, and the game ended in 
a draw. What happened to the last game? Well, yours 
truly made one of those blunders that seems to be 
quite common when time gets short, and lost a wee 
small pawn. The loss of the pawn was all that my 
good friend Croy needed to bust me open, which he 
did. 

Round three: This was a very important round, as 
it was here that the championship was decided. 

Santa Monica journeyed to Pasadena, and we won 
by a score of 4-2, which of course gave us no end of 
satisfaction. The Pasadena team had Bill Steckel, Sid¬ 
ney Weinbaum, and Paul Smith on their top boards 
and they are always a tough gang to beat. 

The upset in this round, however, was in the Los 
\ngeles Chess Club-Hollywood Chess Group match. 
Robert Solona drew with Herman Steiner. (How 
about publishing the game some time, Herman?), and 
Los Angeles wound up winning the match 3 Vi-2 Vi! 
This loss by Hollywood was the chance that gave us 
the championship. We played Los Angeles in the next 
round and won 4-2, after several close shaves, as the 
saying goes. 

The other matches in the fourth round were hard 
fought, with Pasadena holding the Hollywood Group 
to a tie 3-3, and Hakoah beating the luckless Los 
Feliz Club, 3 Vi-2 Vi. Pasadena’s tie with Hollywood 
put the Santa Monica Club on the inside track. 


Round five: Santa Monica was matched with the 
Hakoah Chess Club, and a win would make us the 
champions! As things turned out, we did not get the 
win, and we darn near didn’t get the draw. Perhaps 
we were a bit too cocky, or perhaps we under-esti¬ 
mated the Hakoah Club, but believe you me, I don’t 
want to go through that kind of a match again! 

Things began to happen almost from the start, and 
they were not favorable to Santa Monica, to say the 
least. Paul Wrangell went wrong and lost out to the 
veteran Irving Spero, and although both A. Spiller 
and Paul Quillen came through with wins, the other 
three games looked quite bad. 

Bill Giluten overplayed himself and though the 
game was adjourned he lost out in a hopeless game, 
to Walter Steele. Ray Martin had a very difficult 
game with Seidman, which looked like a probable loss 
at the adjournment, and my game with Eisgrau was 
easier but drawish. It sure looked like we had muffed 
our chances of beating out the Hollywood Chess Group 
and becoming the champions. 

I was one passed pawn up on Eisgrau, with two 
Rooks and Queens on both sides of the board. At the 
adjournment, I was due to lose the passed pawn, and 
his sealed move was very important because if he took 
with the "right Rook’’ my chances of winning were 
gone. As the fates would have it, he took with the 
"wrong rook,” and it was discovered after the ad¬ 
journment that this would allow a rook sacrifice and 
winning chances. (There will now be a brief silence, 
while we respect the broken ambitions of countless 
hundreds of would-be chessmasters, were they not 
mere mortals-—subject to failure.) 

There were upwards of one hundred hours spent 
on the adjourned position and many lines looked into, 
but although the forced winning line was there, I did 
not see it until it was. too late. Even after the game 
was resumed and his sealed move revealed that I 
could sacrifice the rook, I looked all too briefly at 
the winning line. I thought I saw where he could 
avoid the mate trap and leave me with a loss, but the 
win was there. The Martin-Seidman game had not 
been played off and there was a bare chance Martin 
could draw, so to risk all on my game did not seem 
wise. We battled on for seventy-two moves to a draw. 

Martin did the almost impossible and drew the 
game with Seidman. after two adjournments and 
ninety-seven moves. This tied the match with Hakoah 
and tied us with the Hollywood Chess Group with 
three and one-half matches won. It had been agreed 
that in the event of a tie, the points won in individ¬ 
ual games would decide, which gave Santa Monica 
(18), Hollywood Chess Group (17), Pasadena 
(16 Vi), Hakoah (llVi), and Los Feliz (12). This 
was out of a possible thirty points total if a t?am 
were to win all matches with a perfect score. Hakoah 
won over Los Feliz, 1Vi matches won, to V 2 for the 
latter club. 

Now that the season is over, it is a good time for 
an evaluation of the results. First off, I believe it was 
quite successful from the point of organized chess, 
surprising as the. results may have been to some. There 
were a number of valuable lessons learned, some the 
hard way. When are there not problems when people 
are involved? And that is not counting chess players,- 
who are a race unto themselves! The working com¬ 
mittee of the Los Angeles League is preparing rules 
and regulations in anticipation of next year's season. 

As to the various clubs and their final standings, 
much could be said and much might have been dif¬ 
ferent. 

Were the winners, the Santa Monica Bay Chess Club 
the best in the league? Did we have the strongest play¬ 
ers? Could we, at the start of the season, hope to win 
out against the others? 

The main thing that brought our club to victory 
was team, plus player strength of sufficient depth to 
win out on a majority of the boards in a sixboard 
match; and last, but not least, a measure of luck> 
thrown in. We made up our minds to win the cham¬ 
pionship and never gave up, although it seemed out 
of reach for a awhile. In constructive respect to our 
opponents, all the other clubs seemed to be just groups 
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of players rather than team players, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Pasadena Chess Club, who were just a bit 
too weak on their lower boards. Sidney Serilson did 
not show for several of his games which put the Los 
Feliz Club under a severe handicap, and Los Angeles 
had a time mustering enough for a six-board team. 
The Hollywood Chess Group, who were the defend¬ 
ing champions, with Herman Steiner, Jim Cross and 
company, were the strongest on paper but that is not 
enough to finish winners in close competition. It may 
well have been that the Hollywood Club had too 
many players to draw on that was the cause of their 
missing out for first place. Herman Steiner is a fine 
Chessmaster, but he has the tendency to discount the 
local players, especially in clubs other than his own. 
This brings to my mind annotations of a chess game 
between Steiner and Santasiere where the position was 
quite drawish according to Santasiere’s comments. Her¬ 
man was bent on winning at any cost and the cost 
was the loss of the point. Santasiere’s closing notes 
suggested a bit more humility and respect for the op¬ 
ponent’s position and powers. May I here suggest to 
my good friend that he no longer consider the local 
players and clubs as beneath his consideration, and 
come out for a whole-hearted cooperation with all par¬ 
ties. This year’s demonstration shows that even the 
"Potzer” and "fish” can have their day! 


CANADA LOSES TO U.S.A. 

By DAVE CREEMER. Vancouver, B. C. 

Final resuuts of the International Matches are: 
Canada, 86/2; U.S.A., 118- Following are the 


scores: 




CANADA-U.S.A., 1949 



Coast-to-Coast Match 


Canada 

Location 

U.S.A. 

15/2 

Bangor, Me. 

4/2 

5 

Berlin, N. H. 

4 

0 

Vergennes, Vt. 

4 

2 

Elizabethtown, N. Y. 

7 

23/2 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

29/2 

2/2 

Port Huron, Mich. 

2/2 

9/2 

Detroit Lakes, Monn. 

15/2 

1 

Regina, Sask. 

1 

10 

Waterton, L., Alta. 

14 

17/2 

Seattle, Wash. 

36/2 


86I/2 II8/2 

For the first time in three years, a team of 54 
British Columbians went down in defeat against 
Washington, with a score of 17/> against 36/>. 
The match took place in the Seattle Post-Intelli¬ 
gencer Auditorium. A large gathering of spectators 
followed the games in progress, which started at 
2:10 and finished at 6:10 p.m. The trophies were 
then presented to the winning teams. 

Washington playeds welcomed their Canadian 
visitors in a very friendly spirit. Following are the 
scores: 


BRITISH COLUMBIA WASHINGTON 


1. 

M. Jurshevskis . 

. 0 

Joachim 

1 

2. 

J. Taylor . 

. 0 

Patterson 

1 

3 . 

C. F. Millar . 

. 0 

Neal 

1 

4. 

D. Creemer . 

. 1 

J. Nourse 

0 

5. 

H. Ostrom . 

. 0 

Nolan 

1 

6. 

C. D. H. Moore . 

. 1 

L. Taro 

0 

7. 

H. Butler . 

. 1 

R. P. Allen 

0 

8. 

C. Blake . 

./2 

G. Sheain 

1/2 

9. 

C. A. Smith . 

. 1 

Martin 

0 

10. 

J. H. Lacey . 

.1/2 

Naas 

/? 

11. 

Engleman . 

.1/2 

Bickford 

Vi 

12. 

W. C. Hebden . 

.1/2 

Hewett 

Vi 

13. 

H. H. Burrell . 

.1/2 

Cerretelli 

Vi 

14. 

H. Parry . 

. 0 

Bowlman 

l 

15. 

H. Copleston . 

. 0 

Bowlman 

0 

16. 

G. Garrett . 

. 0 

Murray 

l 

17. 

R. H. Eminson . 

.1/2 

Bran’rom 

Vi 

18. 

Stevenson . 

. 1 

Metcalf 

1 

19. 

D. A. Latta . 

. 0 

Forray 

l 

20. 

W. T. Money . 

. 0 

Finnigan 

l 

21. 

A. E. Russell .. 

. 0 

Traynor 

l 


22. 

O. Jowett . 

. 0 

Walioch 

1 

23. 

R. A. Douglas . 

./2 

Collins 

/2 

24. 

Arden . 

. 0 

Beaver 

1 

25. 

O. Bock . 

. 1 

Muller 

0 

26. 

G. Drew . 

. 0 

Holtman 

1 

27. 

Culbert . 

. 0 

Colh'ough 

1 

28. 

Gowan . 

. 1 

Nourses 

0 

29. 

Marshall . 

. 1 

Sego 

0 

30. 

Gleed . 

. 0 

Blakefield 

1 

31. 

Lowther . 

.1/2 

Ring 

1/2 

32. 

F. J. Murphy . 

. 0 

Shephard 

1 

33. 

S. E. Jankow . 

. 0 

Mrs. Lin’y 

1 

34. 

H. Brock . 

. 0 

Danson 

1 

35. 

Dr. Lawson . 

. 0 

Arnold 

1 

36. 

Schwarz . 

.1/2 

Knudsen 

/2 

37. 

P. Gouloubof . 

. 0 

Seekamp 

1 

38. 

A. W. Shaefer . 

. 1 

Roberts 

0 

39. 

Birmingham . 

.. 1 

Harm’on 

0 

40. 

Atwell .. 

. 0 

Chipman 

1 

41. 

Sheard . 

. 0 

Butler 

1 

42. 

J. C. Littlewood . 

. 0 

Case 

1 

43. 

T. J. Stewart . 

. 0 

Edburg 

1 

44. 

W. Lott . 

. 1 

Hullr 

0 

45. 

J. Dalton . 

./2 

Plouf 

/2 

46. 

Eckhoff . 

. 0 

Tweedale 

1 

47. 

A. Harrison . 

. 0 

Christey 

1 

48. 

S. Shacter . 

. 0 

Weaver 

1 

49. 

C. A. Fleming . 

. 0 

Lindstrom 

1 

50. 

W. P. Rudkin . 

. 0 

Dolle 

1 

51. 

R. Addy . 

./2 

Kaf’burger 

/2 

52. 

Wilson . 

. 0 

Patterson 

1 

53. 

Porter . 

. 0 

Drummond 

1 

54. 

Baker . 

. 0 

Enz 

1 


TOTALS 

rrvi 


36/2 


And here are a couple of games from this match. 
Board 1. White: M. Jurshevskis. 

Black: JOACHIM. 

RUY LOPEZ. 

1. P-K4 

P-K4 

14. QxB 

NxNch 

2. N-KB3 

N-QB3 

15. PxN 

QxP 

3. B-N5 

P-QR3 

16. R-K2 

KR-K1 

4. B-R4 

B-B4 

17. B-N5(2) 

Q-N6ch 

5. 0-0 

P-Q3 

18. K-Bl 

QxB 

6. P-QB3 

B-Q2 

19. N-Q2 

Q-R4 

7. P-Q4 

PxP 

20. K-Kl 

Q-R8ch 

8. PxP 

B-N3 

21. N-Bl 

QxP 

9. R-Kl 

KN-K2 

22. R-Bl 

BxPch 

10. B-KN5 

0-0 

23. K-Q2 (3) 

B-R5 

11. P-KR3 

Q-Bl? 

24. R-B3? 

QxN 

B-N5ch 

12. P-Q5 

13. BxN(l) 

N-K4 

BxB 

25. Q-Q7 
Resigns. 


(1) —NxN wins. 

(2) —White is in trouble, BxP followed by 18. 
P-B4 would be a slight improvement. 

(3) —RxB loses the Q. 


Board 4. White: John Norris, Seattle. 
Black: DAVE CREEMER, Vancouver, B.C. 


IRREGULAR. 

1. P-K4 

N-QB3 

18. P-N5 

PxP 

2. 

P-Q4 

P-K4 

19. PxP 

N-R2 

3. 

N-KB3 

N-KB3 

20. QR-N1 

R-K4(c) 

4. 

B-KN5 

P-KR3 

21. B-Q3 

NxP(d) 

5. 

B-R4 

PxP 

22. R-N3 

Q-K2 

6. 

NxP 

N-K4 

23. K-N2 

N-K5 

7. 

N-QB3 

B-N5 

24. R-N2 

K-N2 

8. 

N-B5 

0-0 

25. KR-KNl(e) P-QB4 

9. 

P-KB4(a) 

N-N3! 

26. Q-K3 

P-Q4 

10. 

Q-Q4(b) 

BxNch 

27. P-B4 

PxP 

11. 

PxB 

NxB 

28. BxP 

N-Q3 

12. 

NxN 

NxP 

29. Q-Q3 

NxBch 

13. 

N-B5 

N-B3 

30. QxN 

R-K5 

14. 

0-0-0 

P-Q3 

BxN 

31. Q-Q3 

R-Ql 

15. 

B-Q3 

32. Q-KR3 

Q-K4ch 

16. 

BxB 

R-Kl 

33. P-B3 

R-K6 

17. 

P-N4 

P-KN3 

34. Resigns. 



(a) —A premature attack. 

(b) —Not much choice. 

(c) —The B of course can not be taken. White 
threatens 21.P-N6, N-B3, 22.Q-K4 followed by 23. 
Q-R6. 

(d) —Threatening N-B6. 

(e) —If 25.BxN, P-QB4 wins back the piece. 
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SANTA BARBARA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Barbara, Calif. (Founded 1921) 

Meets daily from 2 p. m. to 5 p. m. Evenings: Mon¬ 
day and Friday from 7 p. m. to 10 p. m. at the 
RECREATION CENTER, Santa Barbara. 
Visitors are welcome! 

President: L. A. Cooke Secretary: E. C. Babcock 
Telephone 23760 


Reserved for 
NICK RUSS 


SANTA ROSA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Telephone 1700 

Meets Wednesday and Friday evenings from 8:00 
to midnight at the Faculty Room, Santa Rosa Junior 
College. 

Visitors always welcome! 

President, Frank Schneider; Secretary, Alan Kelly; 

HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR CLUB 
ON THIS ROSTER? Ask for Terms. 

Order your books through 
CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 
"Caissa” the German magazine. (24 issues a 

year, 16 pages each) .$2.50 a year 

"Schach-Magazin” Austrian monthly (in Ger¬ 
man). Very interesting. Annual subs. $3.00 
"CHESS” English monthly. Recommended. 

$3.50 a year 

Practical Chess by George Koltanowski. Only 
few copies left of this highly recommended 
book. Get your order in right away and get 

an autographed copy.$2.50 

To The Student of Chess—Play George Kol¬ 
tanowski by mail and learn! Two games by 
correspondence, comments on your moves 
while the games are in progress, full anno¬ 
tations to the games after their completion. 
Fee $7.50 for two games. 

Keep Track of Your Games 

Score Sheets 

300 with Name and Address, Post Paid for 

$2.23 

PRESS DEMOCRAT PRINTING CO. 

427 Mendocino Avenue 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 


In the affairs of man, change 
is inevitable, but the longing 
for the status quo ante persists! 

In other words, true Chess Fans play with 
wood sets, the old fashioned kind that feel 
like they were intended to be played with. 
Weighted and 

felted and with gA jBSg* 

an air of lux- i jt •'V| 

at a good old igntiirfc 
fashioned price 
within the 

reach of every- VJ* r 

speak louder JR 

than words 
and here’s the 

Jimmy Jenkins, BHBtk iflsH 

Tournament Di- \ 
rector of the C. \ 

twice their price 

'No player can 

now say he can- Jjj 

buy a good set." Jgjjr ' 


1 

iiiiji 

f : l 
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Actual size King 

Guaranteed to satisfy or money back. In 
fact, don’t send any money; we’ll send it 
"on approval” . . . return or remit within 
ten days. 

No. 6, 3 2/3” King - $6 No. 4, 3 1/5” King - $5 
Plus postage if sent "on approval” 

West of Mississippi, prepaid orders 20c extra. 

R. F. D. DISTRIBUTORS CO. 

3569 Broadway New York City 








